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Over the past decade, civil society leaders often spoke of 
looking forward with 2020 vision, using that year as a marker 
by which key goals could be achieved. If only we could have 
foreseen how 2020 was really going to look! 

Yet this report is on April 2019 to March 2020, of which only the 
tail end was impacted by COVID-19. It has been a pleasure to 
reflect back on a year which, in hindsight, represents relatively 

simpler times. 

Simpler, but still with much to do to ensure all children can thrive 
through play, global pandemic or not. We remain clear-sighted in 
this goal as we look ahead, ready to overcome whatever challenges 
appear, in support of children’s welfare. 

Susan McIntyre 
Managing Director

We want all children to access everyday adventures 
through play, which help them to learn, grow and develop. 
We address the additional barriers to play for children 
experiencing disadvantages, including disability. Find out 
about our various services on our website.

Our key outcomes:
Children and young people have 
improved confidence and resilience

Children and young people have 
improved health and wellbeing

Children and families build 
transferrable skills



36 sessions of training 
or consultancy 

commissioned by other 
organisations

250 2
1

13 1625

236

Over 1,500 individual 
children (aged 0-14) 
participated in our services

Over 250 individual 
adults participated in 
our services

1 service runs 
at the Gypsy and 
Traveller site

625 sessions 
of play and 

support, a 29% 
increase on the 
previous year 

1500

875875 hours of play provision

13 volunteers

3 services run in 3 areas 
– Dalkeith, Mayfield and 
Gorebridge

1 service, for disabled children, 
runs throughout Midlothian

2 services are entirely outdoors

2 services involve parents in 
the learning and fun
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75% of children responding to our survey said 
they used their park more often as a result of 
coming to Out2Play.

‘The best thing about these sessions is that 
they keep us entertained because it’s pretty 
boring as there is no park here. If you didn’t 
come, I’d probably be playing with my brother 
on Fortnite indoors. I’ve learned how to share 
at sessions, and I’ve never made playdough 
before!’  Child

81% of children responding 
to our survey said Out2Play 
helped them feel better 
after a bad day. 63% said 
that being at Out2Play 
helps them feel better 
about themselves.

86% of parent survey 
respondents thought 
their child was 
more confident as a 
result of our holiday 
playscheme.

‘Playscheme gives me 
some life away from my 
phone.’ Child

‘It has been really good to meet new people 
and make friends. The playscheme has been so 
rewarding, because it’s fun and exciting and you 
never know what will happen next!’ Volunteer

53% of parents responding ‘strongly agreed’ 
and 32% ‘agreed’ that ‘Stay for Play has 
encouraged positive family dynamics at home’

Our newest service, Play for All, for disabled children 
and their families was well underway over 2019-20.

‘The play really helps him 
come out of his shell.’ 
Parent on Play for All

‘He’s started asking to 
play. He says ‘bubble’ 
or ‘football’ or ‘park.’’ 
Parent on Play for All



I am a visual learner, 
so it was great to see 
things getting made at 
the sessions, like pom-
poms on a wooden spoon. 
We now try to keep the 
number of toys down and 
our kids love to play with 
water, sand, wood shavings 
and other materials. The 
sessions also helped to 
give us other ideas like 
den building with sheets, 
blankets and fairy lights. 
Our son has autism and 
loves that - he finds it very 
comforting.

All these things have been 
a great help in a very 
difficult lockdown.’ Claire, 
parent at Stay for Play 

I like Out2Play because you do lots of fun things 
like make slime, do art and have fun. The thing I 
like the best is playing with different people and 
new people. I learned how to do lots of different 
skills – Peddle-go, Crates, Hula hoops, Art. 
Out2Play is so FUN!” Child

‘Inspiring, thought-provoking, engaging.’ 
Training delegate

‘Fiona from Play Midlothian came to our house to play 
with Irtaza. Whenever she came Irtaza was very happy 
and excited to see her because he knows she brings 
something interesting. She gave me so many different 
ideas to play with my son inside the house or outside 
in the garden. It was very helpful. My son needs a little 
extra care and when she came he was curious about 
her bag and what she brings inside. He loves to play 
with her. I’m really thankful that she gave us her time.’  
Rifat, parent on Play for All

Together we can: There 
are lots of ways you can 

support us to help children 
and families to thrive.

Donate 
Hold or take 

part in a 
fundraiser

Volunteer 

Please do get in touch!

‘We first came to Stay for Play sessions in 2018. 
Parents often get handed lots of information about 
activities to do at home with your baby/toddler but 
when life is busy it can be really hard to find time to 
read the information and put it into practice at home. 
That is why Stay for Play was great for us. There are 
no distractions like housework and I could give my 
children the proper attention they needed to find out 
what they like to do. I also like that you get to meet 
and chat with other parents during the sessions. 



Sources of income
 Service charges / contracts = £22,876

 Restricted donations / grants = £157,391

 Unrestricted donations / grants / other = £20,897

Total = £201,164

Expenditure
 Salaries, national insurance and pension = £140,100

 Non-salary service costs = £16,150

 Premises and other overheads = £24,539

Total = £180,789

An enormous thank you to all the external people and 
organisations that supported our 2019-20 services. Your 
generosity makes children’s lives better. This includes:

Agnes Hunter Trust
ASDA (Straiton Branch)
Baillie Gifford Community Awards
Barrat East Scotland Community Fund
BBC Children in Need
Cattanach
Colleagues from Lloyds Banking Group 
Corra Foundation
Garfield Weston Foundation
IKEA (Edinburgh store)
Inspiring Scotland
Mactaggart and Mickel
Midlothian Council
Miss Isabel Harvey Charitable Trust
National Lottery Community Fund
New Park Educational Trust Ltd
Ponton House Trust
Russell Trust

Scotmid
SCVO
Souter Charitable Trust
St James’s Place Charitable Foundation
STV Children’s Appeal
STV Children’s Lottery
Swinton Paterson Trust
The Hugh Fraser Foundation
The Len Thomson Charitable Trust
The Nancie Massey Charitable Trust
The Orcome Trust
The Robertson Trust
The RS Macdonald Charitable Trust
The Stevenston Charitable Trust
The True Colours Trust
Trusthouse Charitable Foundation
Watkin Jones Community Fund
WHSmith Trust

10.4%

13.6%

8.9%

77.5%

78.2%

11.4%



Contact
01875 820 889
info@playmidlothian.org.uk

Follow
www.playmidlothian.org.uk
@PlayMidlothian

Donate
https://localgiving.org/charity/playmidlothian

Registered Scottish Charity (no. SC025474),  

regulated by the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR)


